
 

 
 

 
 

Welcoming Others 
                                              Grades 7-9 

Goal:  
Students will learn that people are meant for community, which means loving others 
and treating them with respect both in theory and in reality. What does this look like in 
our culture? We explore the topic of immigration through the lens of building a 
Christian community. 
 
Materials:   

• Catholic Social Teaching 101: Life and Dignity of the Human Person (video link)  
 
Immigrants and refugees are front-page news every day. There are good people on all sides 
of the debate attempting to find a fix for our broken immigration system in the US, and to 
provide refuge and aid for displaced persons world-wide. This topic gets to the heart of who 
we are not only as Christians but as members of the human community.  
 
Watch:  

• Catholic Social Teaching 101: Life and Dignity of the Human Person (video link) 
 
Questions for Discussion 

• Do you believe that you reflect the image of your mother and your father?  
• Do you believe that you reflect the image of God? 
• How do we reflect the image of God, our Heavenly Father? (Created to give and 

receive love!) 
• How do I treat people who are different from me?  
• Isn’t life more interesting because we are all different? Unique and unrepeatable.  
• Why is it important that every person be treated with love and reverence? 
• How can we uphold the dignity of every human person? As a society? Personally? 

   
The Church’s teaching on the dignity of each human person should inform how we see and 
treat others in every circumstance. There are many people whose lives and dignity are not 
always understood or respected in our world today. There are also particular threats to 
human dignity that require our special attention. Throughout this Respect Life Week, we 
will be exploring several of these issues from the beginning of life to the end. Today, we will 
learn more about the Church’s teaching on upholding the dignity of immigrants.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABRl2ZSs58E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABRl2ZSs58E


 

 
 

Watch:  
• Church Teaching on Welcoming Refugees (video link) 

 
Questions for Discussion 

• How is the Church’s teaching on welcoming refugees…? 
o a) ancient 
o b) comprehensive 
o c) clear 
o d) beautiful  

• Why should we not be afraid of welcoming immigrants and refugees?  
 
Activity:  
Have students bring in an item that represents their heritage (i.e. an article of clothing, a 
piece of art) and share with the class. Talk about how beautiful it is that we each come from 
unique backgrounds and how this enriches our daily life. Ask the students: “What can we 
learn from different cultures? How can we learn to welcome those who are different from 
us?” 
 

PRAYER 
Loving God,  

we thank you for creating all 
 the people of the world 

and for allowing us to learn  
from their cultures and beliefs. 

Remind us to see your face when  
we meet new people for the first time. 

Give us courage to welcome them  
and show them love and courtesy. 

Grant safety to all immigrants and refugees who 
leave their homes for a new land,  

looking for safety, peace, and  
opportunity for their families. 

Amen. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LwlyTiJpV7Y
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